ABERFELDIE CRICKET CLUB

Information for Parents of Junior Players

The following information is presented to parents of registered junior players to increase understanding the clubs’ desire to ensure all players, coaches and families involved at the club have an enjoyable experience while representing the Aberfeldie Junior Cricket Club.  The Junior Cricket Policy of the club may be updated at various times and the latest information will be published on the Aberfeldie Cricket Club website www.abers.com.au
Aberfeldie Cricket Club supports the Cricket Australia ‘Well Played’ Policy which provides greater detail on Codes of Behaviour, the Spirit of Cricket, Cricket Etiquette and Safety Policies.  The ‘Well Played’ Policy can be found in the Community Cricket section of the Cricket Australia website www.cricket.com.au
If parents have any queries regarding the Policy they are encouraged to discuss the query with their child’s coach or a member of the Junior Cricket Committee.

Junior Cricket Policy

	
	Under 10
	Under 12
	Under 14

	Selection
(done by coaches in each age group with the A team coach designated the chairman of selectors)
	Split into friendship groups wherever possible
	Competitive teams in each division with those players judged to have the best ability to be selected in the A & B teams. Remaining teams to be selected on team balance taking into account friendship groups/impact on families (ie. Siblings etc.). Coaches reserve the right to move players into another team during the first 4 weeks of the season if a player is obviously in the wrong grade (this will be discussed with parents).


	Competitive teams in each division with those players judged to have the best ability to be selected in the A & B teams. Remaining teams to be selected on team balance taking into account friendship groups/impact on families (ie. Siblings etc.). 

Players to be considered for selection in higher/lower teams throughout the season based on performance and team balance.

	Private School Students (with conflicting school cricket commitments)
	N/A
	Consideration will be given to spread such players throughout the number of teams to ensure minimal impact on team when students are unavailable


	Consideration will be given to spread such players throughout the number of teams to ensure minimal impact on team when students are unavailable



	Batting
	Orders - rotate each week
	Orders rotate (at Coach’s discretion however all players to bat top, middle and lower order evenly)
	Begin to specialise (particularly the ‘A’ team) but all players still experience other positions for parts of matches



	Bowling
	Rotate throughout each match
	Orders rotate (at Coach’s discretion however all players to receive the same amount of opportunities)
	Begin to specialise (particularly the ‘A’ team) but all players still get to bowl at stages throughout the season as appropriate



	Fielding – Positions
	Rotate throughout each match
	Rotate throughout each match
	Begin to specialise but still experience other positions for parts of matches


	Wicketkeeping
	Rotate each week (2 – 3 per week)

	Rotate each week (1 – 2 per week)
	Rotate between the interested players

	Captaincy
	Rotate each week
	Rotate each week
	All players to have some opportunities to Captain however those identified as having Cricket Captaincy abilities to have greater opportunities


	Competition
	Winning recognised not emphasised.  Players are encouraged to do their best to be successful – trying their best is acknowledged as the main objective.  Coaches do not alter orders or manipulate matches to win but discuss the best ways for the team to have success.

	Desire to win is acknowledged by coaches.  Players are encouraged to do their best to be successful.  Coaches to discuss tactics with team and implement strategies to give teams the best chance to win (not at the expense of rotations or player participation) 
	Winning and team success is introduced as an important part of competition and desired.  Strategies implemented to achieve success as a team.

	Finals/Premierships
	No finals in under 10s
	Batting and bowling orders set to give greatest chance of success (however all players to still get even opportunities)

	Batting and bowling orders set to give greatest chance of success (however all players to still get opportunities)


